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David Royal is executive vice president, chief financial & investment  
officer and treasurer of Thrivent, a Fortune 500 diversified financial  
services organization. 

As chief financial & investment officer, Royal is responsible for  
maintaining Thrivent’s ongoing financial strength and stability, ensuring  
the organization strategically manages its resources to deliver on the 
financial promises made to clients, generates financial returns, and  
drives organizational growth.  

In his role, Royal oversees all asset management, finance, actuarial, 
banking, and product and investment solutions for the organization.  
He is responsible for Thrivent’s financial management and business risk 
management functions, and corporate mergers and acquisitions. He 
leads the teams who manage Thrivent’s general account and Thrivent’s 
award-winning mutual funds, for which Royal serves as a board director. With a focus on providing 
comprehensive insurance, wealth management, investment and banking solutions, Royal and his team 
provide Thrivent clients with solutions, programs and advice to help them live lives of service and faith. 

Since joining Thrivent in 2006, Royal has held a series of progressive leadership roles within the 
organization, including serving as deputy general counsel of Thrivent and chief legal officer of Thrivent’s 
mutual funds, then as president of Thrivent Mutual Funds and—since 2017—as chief investment officer. 
Before coming to Thrivent, Royal was a partner at Kirkland & Ellis LLP, an international law firm. 

Royal also has been an adjunct professor at the University of Minnesota Law School since 2008, where 
he teaches investment management law. He also serves as a board director and chair of the investment 
committee for the YMCA of the North and has held a variety of leadership positions at his church. 

Royal received his bachelor’s degree from Yale College and a Juris Doctor from Yale Law School. 

He lives in Orono, Minnesota, with his wife, Stacey, and their two sons.

About Thrivent

Thrivent is a member-owned financial services company founded more than a century ago when neighbors 
came together to insure each other. We help build, grow and protect financial well-being through purpose-
driven advice, investments, insurance, banking and generosity programs. 

Today we serve over two million clients, manage more than $170 billion in assets and hold superior 
financial health ratings from Moody’s and S&P. For more than a decade, Ethisphere has recognized 
Thrivent as one of the World’s Most Ethical Companies.
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